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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 203  

By  Gilmore 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to support passage of the STEM Education Act 

(H.R. 1020).  
 
 WHEREAS, STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) education 

holds the key for our students to compete against the best and the brightest around the world, 

and ensuring that our citizens have the critical STEM skills they need to succeed in a global 

economy is essential to U.S. competitiveness; and  

WHEREAS, the STEM Education Act of 2015 (H.R. 1020) is a bipartisan piece of 

legislation that strengthens STEM education and promotes innovation and opportunity for all to 

be prepared for the jobs of the 21st century; and  

WHEREAS, passing the United States House of Representatives by a vote of 412 to 8 

on February 25, 2015, the bill is currently awaiting action by the Senate Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation; and  

WHEREAS, the STEM Education Act of 2015 (H.R. 1020) requires the director of the 

National Science Foundation (NSF) to award competitive, merit-reviewed grants to support 

research and development of innovative out-of-school STEM learning and emerging STEM 

learning environments and research that advances the field of informal STEM education; and  

WHEREAS, further, the legislation requires supported activities to include research and 

development that improves understanding of learning and engagement in informal environments 

and design and testing innovative STEM resources for such environments, to improve STEM 

learning outcomes and increase engagement for elementary and secondary school students 

and teachers and the public; and  

WHEREAS, the STEM Education Act of 2015 (H.R. 1020) would also allow awards of 

NSF Master Teaching Fellowships to mathematics and science teachers who possess a  
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bachelor’s degree in their field and who are working toward a master’s degree, and the 

utilization of such grants to offer academic coursework leading to degrees and preparation to 

become a master teacher, as well as programs, both during and after matriculation, to enable 

fellows to become highly effective mathematics and science teachers; and  

WHEREAS, H.R. 1020 also broadens the definition of STEM subjects to include 

computer science, bolsters research at the NSF on how students can learn STEM subjects in 

informal and out-of-school settings, and offers more educators in STEM fields a chance to 

compete for prestigious Noyce Teacher Fellowships; and  

WHEREAS, it is vital that we ensure that the children of Tennessee receive a quality 

education that includes the scientific and mathematical skills necessary to succeed in a 

technology-based economy that needs a well-trained STEM workforce; now, therefore,  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we understand the vital importance of quality STEM education for the 

children of Tennessee and the future economic security of our nation, and support passage of 

the STEM Education Act of 2015 (H.R. 1020) by the United States Congress.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that appropriate copies of this resolution be prepared and 

transmitted to the entire Tennessee Congressional delegation. 


